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CHAPTER I
The Problem and Its Setting
Statement of the Problem
Pregnancy is the largest single reason why female students drop
out of secondary school. (Johnson, 1974). Yet, in spite of the current
focus on the need for population control, together with the realization
that there is a significant relationship between teenage parenthood
(legitimate and illegitimate) and poverty (Schorr, 1968), efforts in
America to delay first births to teenagers have been virtually nonex¬
istent. (Johnson, 1974).
The rise of birth control use among young black females in recent
years reflects an awareness of the need for birth control use by those
engaging in pre-marital sex. However, more information is needed to
determine the basic underlying reasons for the marked increase.
The purpose of this study is an attempt to examine some basic
attitudes of young black females on the use of birth control by sin-
gle-never-parent teenagers. Id premarital sex scuictioned for the sin-
gle-never-parent teenage girl? Are attitudes of these teenagers, per¬
missive toward illegitimate pregnancy for teenage girls? What are
attitudes toward family planning for this population of girls? (John¬
son, 1974).
Importance of the study
Since the rise of the use of birth control over the past number
of years, there have been numerous studies on the subject. In recent
years studies have been done on the attitudes of women who actually
utilize contraceptives. Paurticular attention has been given to teen¬
agers and their use.of birth control.
Blaclc lower class females and their use of contraceptives have too,
been a topic of study or reseaurch. While it has been widely believed
that illegitimacy is generally accepted or encouraged in the lower
class Negro subculture, a view for research has provided almost no
support. (Herzog, 1967).
This attitude concerning blaclc lower class females, though un¬
proven, has been generalized throughout the entire black female popu¬
lation. This is both unfair and unjust.
A study of this natmre is important because it presents another
view of birth control use among black females. While this study id
not being done as a means of studying the entire black female popula¬
tion, this study seeks to get some knowledge base of the attitudes of
the particular population being studied.
The results of this study should not be used as a tool to measure
the entire black female population or their attitudes on birth control
use.
Also, it is important to examine birth control use among black
females as a means of studying the population growth among blacks in
future years.
Dhe Assumptions
The assumptions made in this study are as followst(1). that the young black females to be studied are in fact actively
engaging in pre-marital sexual activities,(2). that they aure actively utilizing some form of birth control,
as defined,(3). that they are awaure of the vaurious birth control methods avail¬
able to them,(4). that they have never been parents.
Hypothesis
One argument is that this study will reveal that black, single
females approve of feunily planning for single-never-paurent teenage
girls and disapprove of illegitimacy.
That program planning and development for single-never-parent
teenage girls are directed more by attitudes toward family planning
than by actual or presumed attitudes toward pre-marital sex.
It is sufficient to offer as a working l^othesis that black
single-never-parent teenagers as a result of increased availability




Review of Related Literature
Sexually active teenagers* like adults* need protection against
unwanted pregnancy* and the same array of pills* lUDs, diaphragms* con¬
doms* creams* foams* and jellies are effective for both. (Lane* 1972).
When access to medical contraceptive services is denied to unwed* sex¬
ually active teenagers* unintended pregnancy is likely to re ult* with
often disastrous medical* social* and economic consequences. (Paul* 197^).
Three in ten unwed teenagers who have hats sexual intercourse* experience
at least one out-of-wedlock pregnancy and three-fourths of all pregnan¬
cies to teenagers occ\ir outside of marriage* (Zelnick* 197^)*
The teenaged girl who has sexual intercourse is not necessarily a
problem to the society in which she lives provided that she is discreet
and that her actions remain xmnoticed. If her behavior results in con¬
ception* the problem is one of acceptance in the social groups in which
she moves. (Juhasz* 197^)*
A majority of Americans favor gitring contraception to teenagers who
are sexually active. (Pomeroy* 1972). However* controversy still exists
about the rights and wrongs of pre-marital sex. (Gallup Poll* 1973).
As one author points out* the task of providing sex information to ado¬
lescents and young people should be shared by teachers* physicians*
^iducators* and parents. (Godenne* 1974). Although* the situation has
improved somewhat in the past decade* in most areas of the country* un¬
married adolescences who are sexually active still do not have adequate
access to birth control information and contraceptives. (Rosoff* 1969).
The implications here are that such services have not been pro¬
vided because of the moral reservations that many people hold toward
o
providing contraceptives to teenagers, (Furstenberg, 1971). Undoub¬
tedly much of the resistance to programs designed to prevent first
births, especially among single-never-pregnant teenagers, emanates
from moral concerns, i.e., the conviction that the dissemination of
sex information and contraceptive devices will promote promiscuity.
(Furstenberg, 1971|.Jaffe, 1971)* There has been no evidence that the
availability of contraceptive services to unwed teenagers encourages
them to engage in sexual intercourse; although it is often claimed
that without contracei)tion the fear of pregnancy might act as a det-
terent. (Settlage, 1973). This attitude is still held to date by the
^st majority of the American society. However, as Pomeroy (1974)
points out, many thousands of sexually active unmarried yoxmg people
including young teenagers, are seeking birth control services in an
sffort to avoid unwanted pregnancies.
Even if the American society overcame its moral objections to
providing teenagers with contraceptives, such programs would continue
to meet resistance, as many practitioners believe that adolescents-
sspecially those who are poor and black-would not use birth control
10 matter how available it was, (Furstenbergi1971).
A study was done by Frank Furstenberg, Jr., in 1970, on black teen-
igers and birth control. This study found that a great majority of
Plack teenagers neither planned nor wanted to become pregnant prior to
the time of conception. In most instances, the only ones who were very
lappy were the girls soon to be married. (Furstenberg, 1970).
This study is one that helps to disprove the widely help view that
Illegitimacy is encouraged amon blacks, especially lower class blacks.
Che fallacy in the suggestion that \mwed motherhood is an accepted way
)f life, as Vincent (1961) points out, has been the failure of propo¬
nents to view sexual attitudes and behavior as distict researchable
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questions from that of the consequence, illegitimacy. Vincent holds
that illegitimacy is related not only to norms governing the phenome¬
non hut to norms and attitudes governing pre-marital sexual behavior.
Thus, out-of-wedlock pregnancy may be viewed negatively by a group who,
at the same time, holds permissive attitudes toward pre-oiarital sex.
(Johnson, 197^).
While the overall social atmosphere, in relation to laws and soc¬
ial policy, appears to be one of moral reservations on the issues of
pre-marital sex and the provision of sex information and contraceptiiui
devices to single-never-pregnant teenagers, we do not know to what ex¬
tent prevailing attitudes are representative of groups that have been
and yet remain the most disadvantaged by laws and policies restricting
the dissemination of sex information and contraceptives devices, (John¬
son, 197^)•
In terms of a decrease in the incidence of adolescent pregnancies
and births ( legitimate and illegitimate), it appears that program
planning and development for single-never-pregnant teenage girls should
be directed more by attitudes toward family planning thaA by actual or
presumed attitudes toward pre-marital sex. (Johnson, 197^)•
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Befiiiitions of Terms and Concepts
For our purposes here birth control is defined as followst
•the intentional limitation of the number or frequency of births of
children.- (Kogan. 1973).
In termsoof methods of birth control used, this study will deal
with the following: (1). the pill or oral contraceptive, (2) the di¬
aphragm, (3) intra-uterine device (lUD), (4) chemical methods, such as
vaginal foams, creams, jellies, , (5) condoms, and (6) the rhythm met¬
hod.
Tubal ligation or sterilization is defined as a surgical procedure
in which the fallopian tubes are cut or tied off. This method prevents
conception and is usually irreversibld, (Kogzua, 1973)*
Abortion is defined as the premature expulsion (elimination)
from the uterus of a fertilized ovim (egg), embryo or nonviable fetus.
(Kogan, 1973).
Single-never-parent for our purposed here means those females who
have never been married and who have never been parents.
Pre-marital sex means engaging in sexual intercourse without being
married.
Attitudes are defined as any datum having empirical content ass¬
ess ible to the members of some social group and a meaning with regard
to which it is or may be an object of activity. It is the individual






Since this Researcher had experienced prior difficulties in
going through the normal school procedure channels for conducting a
survey, this Researcher had to resort to an alternative method of data
collection. Prior experience with the Atlanta School System indicated
that this Researcher had to utilize personal resources-^ to collect
available data. Personal contact within the community allowed this Re¬
searcher to have contact with four (4) black, high school senior girls,
who would be instrumental in obtaining the names and addresses of all
the black senior high school females.
On August 30f 1977t this Researcher contacted four (4) black senior
high school girls, who were personal friends of this Researcher, in re^
ference to their aiding this Reseaurcher in identifying the sample pop¬
ulation. This Researcher requested the four (4) black girls to obtain
the names and addresses of all the black senior high school girls in
their class. This Researcher explained to the girls the purpose of the
study, what";the questionnaire consisted of and that this Researcher
would be returning on September 23» 1977 and at that time the names and
addresses that they had collected could be obtained.
On September 23, 1977, this Researcher collected the names and
addresses and at that time composed a letter that would be mailed to each
girl on the list. The letter would consist of an introduction of who
this Researcher is, the purpose of the study, why this Researcher is
soliciting their help, that their names would be held in confidence eind
that the responses given would only be used for the purpose of comple¬
ting the research. A. s41f-addressed stamped envelope will be included
to allow the respondents to mail their questionnaires and permission
forms back to this Researcher. Also included within the letter will
be the fact that in view of time, the questionnaires are requested to
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be returned within three (3) weeks. This will allow the respondents
enough time to respond to the questionnaire and then return them. Any
questions that the respondents may have or if any of their parents have
any questions, then they will be able to contact the Researcher.
A questionnaire will be utilize to collect the data necessary
for completing the study. The questionnaire will allow the psurtici-
pants to answer the questions freely, without fear of openly revealing
relatively personal information.
A permission form will be included for the purpose of having the
respondents sign them giving their consent to participate in the sur¬
vey, and to use the data collected for purposes of completing the
study.
On September 13-16, 1977, a pre-test was administered by a personal
friend of this Researcher, who is a teacher with the Public School
System, in Greenville, South Carolina. The pre-tests were admini¬
stered to 10 black senior high school girls during study period.
The purpose of the pre-test was to determine if the questionnaire
was sufficient and adequate for obtaining necessary information.
On September 23, 1977, all ten questionnaires were returned with
indications that the questionnaire met all the criteria for a valid
instrument. After this the pre-tests were shredded.
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The Sample
The sample to be utilize in this study must meet three (3)
criteria: (l) they must be black females, ages 16-18 years old, (2)
they must be attending public high school amd (3) they must be in the
12th grade. This grade level was chosen because it is felt that by this
grade level girls have usually been exposed to information concerning
birth control,
A house sample will be utilized because the total population was
only thrity one (3I) high school girls which is not large enough to
pull a random sample. Therefore, this Researcher will have to use
the total population which is what this Researcher will refer to as
a house sample.
The house sample used in this study will be black females,-ages
16-18, who live in Easley, South Carolina. The sample size will con¬
sist of 12th grade girls who attend Easley Senior High School. This
population £uid area has been chosen because a study of this nature has
never been conducted within this area,
A pre-test sample of the questionnaire will be administered to
young, black females who meet the requirements of the study criteria.
From this pre-test, the Researcher will be able to determine if the
questions used on the questionnaire are succinct and easity under¬
stood.
The pre-test sample will be selected from an area totally re¬
moved from the area designated in the study. The purpose of this
will be to eliminate the possibility of creating a bias study sample.
Answers given by the pre-test group will be discarded after the
Researcher has determined if the questionnaire is sufficient and ade¬
quate for obtaining necessary information.
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Limitations and Delimitations of the Study
This study will not he an attempt to study the followingi(1). to determine if more young black females are utilizing birth
control than young white or other non-black females,(2), to determine which biith control method is utilized most fre¬
quently,(3)* to determine which age bracket uses birth control methods most
frequently,(4). to determine if birth control use in the school used in the
study is higher or lower than birth control use in other schools
within the area.
Also, this study will not deal with birth control methods such as
abortions or sterilization. There are two basic reasons for this* (1)
abortion occurs after a female has conceived and later wants to termi¬
nate the pregnancy, and (2) sterilization or tubal ligation as relates
to women is a permanent irreversible prodedare that does not allow the
woman to bear any more children.
The findings from this study will have relevancy only to the par¬
ticular study population. The results cannot be tadcen as representative
of all black females. Secondly, the racial and socioeconomic homoge¬
neity of the group does not permit cross-cultural-group and cross-
social-level comparative analyses. Thirdly, the size of the saunple
will limit severely the statistical analyses possible, and finally,
all respondents were either active or potential contraceptors. (John¬
son, 197^)*
This study will be limited also, because of lack of manpower,
only one researcher to conduct the study, time will be a limiting fac¬
tor because ther will only be nine months in which to complete the
study, and also the lack of resoiarces (money) will not allow for ex¬
tensive research of the subject matter.
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Data Collection
One of the first task in reference to this Researcher's data
collection was the collection of the names and addresses of the par¬
ticipants lin the study. On September 23, I977, this Researcher, in
person, obtained from the four (4) high school girls the names and
addresses of all the black high school seniors attending Easley Senior
High School. (It should be noted here that the Researcher was in
Connecticut on her field practicum placement, but returned home on the
weekend of September 23, 1977). The list consisted of thirty one (31)
names and addresses.
The second task relative to this Researcher's data collection
was that of mailing the questionnaires and permission forms to the
names on the list. On September 30» 1977. the questionnaires were
mailed from Connecticut the thirty one (31) names on the list.
The third task in reference to this Researcher collecting the data
was the construction of a response chart. This chart would be used to
transfer questionnaire responses to a structured instriunent immediately
upon receiving the mailed questionnaires. The method devised for this
purpose was that of the tally system.
Three (3) questionnaires and permission forms were received on
October 7, 1977. The responses were then tallied onto the response
chart. On1October 12, 1977, two (2) questionnaires and permission forms
were received and again the responses were tallied onto the response
chart. The questionnaires were all placed together in a manila en¬
velope so that the Researcher would have access to them if and when
needed again.
On October 15, 1977, the Researcher returned home and was there
for foxir (4) days. While at home the Researcher was able to call five
(5) of the participants to inquire about the questionnaires and their
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participation in the study. The participants assured this Researcher
that they would mail the questionnaires and permission forms within the
next week. This Researcher also saw two (2) of the participants and
they brought the questionnaires and permission forms to this Researcher's
home. This Researcher was able to contact two (2) of the girls who
had been instrumental in getting the names and addresses of the girls
utilized in the study and requested that they contact as many of the
girls as possible and ask that they please mail the forms to this Re¬
searcher as soon as possible.
This Researcher was also called in South Carolina, by two (2)
parents (mothers) inquiring about the nature of the study and how this
information would be used. This Researcher explained this to the
parents, and at that point they*.were willing to let their daughters
complete the questionnaires. Also, one parent ( a mother) contacted
this Researcher personally also inquiring about the study. This Re¬
searcher again explained the purpose of the study, the purpose of the
questionnaire, and how the responses would be utilized. The partici¬
pant was allowed to complete the questionnaire. At both times this
Researcher expressed the need for the participants to complete the
questionnaire themselves.
Upon returning to Connecticut on October 19. 1977. there were two
(2) more questionnaires and permission forms returned. These were
then tallied onto the response chart and placed with the other forms.
On October 21, 1977, three (3) more questionnaires were received, a-
gairj "tallied on the response chart and placed with the other forms.
Because this Researcher had received only twleve (12) forms, it became
necessary to extend the deadline date to allow for possibly receiving
more questionnaires. This Researcher contacted on October 22, 1977
by mail the four (4) monitors who had been helping in the study process.
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and requested that they inform those participants who had not returned
their questionnaires. The deadline date was extended to November 12,
1977» allowing three (3) more weeks for receiving more questionnaires.
After this time no other questionnaires would be utilized in the study
becuase of the need for this Researcher to compile the data.
On October 26, 1977. one questionnaire and permission form was re¬
ceived. The responses were tallied on the response chart and placed
with the other forms. During the week of October 30- November 5» 1977.
four (4) questionnaires and permission forms were mailed to this Re¬
searcher. All of the responses were tallied and placed with the other
forms. One November 8, 1977* one (1) questionnaire and permission form
was received and on November 9» 1977# two (2) more forms were received.
These responses were tallied and placed with the other forms. This Re¬
searcher again contacted by mail on November 13» 1977» the four (4)
monitors to tell them that they could inform the remaining participants
who had not returned their questionnaires that they did not need to do
so. The total number of questionnaires returned were twenty (20).
Therefore, the sample size for this study would be twenty (20). The
data necessary for completing this study would be taken from these re¬
spondents .
Upon receipt of the final questionnaires, this Researcher proceeded
to re-tally them using the same form of response chart. The reason for
this being to ensure that all responses were correctly tallied. The
results on both tallies were identical. At this point the Researcher
begaui computing the data.
Interpretation of Findings
TABLE I
Percent distribution of single-never-parent women, ages 17-18,
currently utilizing contraceptives.
Responses
Question Yes No Total
1. Are you presently
using any form of
birth control?
80^ 20?5 100%
Ssunple population: N- 20
One of the important factors that was considered when developing
the hypothesis was the total nvimber of single-never-parent females who
were actively utilizing some form of birth control. Table 1 addreses
itself to looking at this. While twenty percent (20^) of the total
population were not utilizing birth control, as shown above eighty per¬
cent (80?^) of the total population were actively utilizing some form of
birth control. The fact that such a large percentage of the population
were actively using birth control,^seems to be an indication that the
attitudes toward birth control use is positive, and also that an aware¬
ness on the part of the study's population to use some form of birth
control to prevent unwanted and unplanned pregnancies.
Another factor that could contribute to the large percentage of
respondents utilizing birth control could be availability of birth con¬
trol to the population. If birth control is in fact easily obtained,
then this could account for the large percentage of the population
actively using some form of birth control.
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TABLE II



















5% 10% 10% 5% 20% 100%
DU use?
Sample population: N* 20
Table 2 shows the percent distribution of the various kinds of
birth control methods utilized. The pill or oral contraceptive was u-
tilized by fifty five percent (55^) of the total population, clearly in¬
dicating that this method is most frequently used. One reason for its
frequent use could be related to convenience, as well as effectiveness.
The intra-uterine device (lUD), and vaginal creams, jellies, and foams
were being utilized by ten percent (10^) of the population, respectively.
The rhythm method was utilized by only five percent (5%) of the popu¬
lation. One could speculate on the underlying reasons for this low
percentagei 1) that the lack of proper instruction and counseling on
the correct procedure for using the rhythm method , and 2) that teen¬
age girls have very little interest in using a method that requires
mathematical computation. Also, unless used correctly the risk of be¬
coming pregnant is very high, if not used correctly.
The fact that ten percent (10%) of the population used the lUD and
^«^inal creams, etc, seems to suggest that the effectiveness of the
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lUD as well as the convenience is considered by some respondents,
and the vaginal creams, etc. allows one to use them whenever one chooses.
Also, the vaginal creams, etc. if used correctly will be effective in
preventing pregnancies auid do not produce any known side effects.
The diaphragm and condoms were not utilized by the population in
this study. Two possible reasons could be considered here, 1) that
usage of the diaphragm, involves inserting cream into the diaphrsigm cup
and then inserting this into the vagina, which could prove to be messy,
and 2) that because females do not use condoms themselves, the respon¬
dents did not feel that they should answer that particular category.
The fact that twenty percent of the respondents gave "no resonse"
to this question, is reflective of the percentage of respondents that
do not utilize birth control, (See Table 1).
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TABLE III




















15fo 5^ 80^ 100?S
Sample population* N* 20
The percentage of "no response" to the kinds of birth control used
was twenty percent (20?S) (see Table II). The basic reasons of the re¬
spondents for not using birth control was addressed in Table 3* It
should be noted that eighty percent gave "no response" to the above
question because this percentage was actively utilizing birth control.
(See Table I).
The fear of side effects was the basic response to the reason for
non birth control usage, with fifteen percent (15%) of the respondents
responding to this category._ The remaining five percent (5%) respon¬
ded to the category "other." The explanation given was " no desire to"
utilize birth control. If one looks at Tables 2 and 3 comparatively,
the respondents do not appear to be too concerned with the side effects
produced by some of the birth control methods. Lack of information
and the desire to become pregnant, both received "no response." One
could derive ftojm this, that teenage girls are informed on the use of
birth control methods and that the desire to become pregnant is clearly
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not one of the factors involved in their decision to not utilize birth
control. These percentaiges could then be reflective of the attitudes
black teenage females in this study have on the use of birth control.
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TABLE IV













How long have you
been using birth
control? 10% 20% 50% 20% 100%
Saunple population: N* 20
The percent distribution on the length of time the respondents had
utilized birth control was also addressed in the study. Fifty percent
(50^) of the respondents had been using birth control for one (1) year
or more. The percentage of respondents who had utilized birth control
for more than six (6) months, but less than one (1) year was twenty
percent (20?S). Ten percent (10^) of the population respondents had
been using birth control for one (1)- six (6) months. There was not
any response to the category of less than one (1) month.
These percentages seem to be an indication of the awareness of the
respondents on the need for preventive measures. While the question
of why one is using birth control was not addressed in the study, one
could conclude that pregnancy prevention is a factor in the length of
time the respondents have utilized birth control. Also, the percentages
could speak to the length of time the respondents have been sexually
active» although, this question is not directly addressed. Also, if
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one addresses him/hereelf to the age factor, then the percentages seem
to indicate that the respondents began using birth control around age




Percent distribution of how Information was Obtained on Birth Control















. How did you
find out
where to go to
obtain birth
control?
5% 20% 30% 15% 15% i5%^aoo%
. Where did you 30%
ii'first hear about
birth control?
5% 10% 30% 20% 5% 100%
Sample population: N* 20
Table 5 gives the percentages of how information on birth control
was obtained and where information was obtained on where to go to get
birth control. One can look at the relationship of these categories to
one another. While thirty percent (30^) first heard about birth control
from their mothers or sisters, only five percent (5^) were informed by
them on where to go to obtain birth control. This seems to indicate
thatwhile mothers and sisters are quite willing to inform their teen¬
agers on birth control, exactly where to obtain birth control is still
another issue that is not dealt with directly.
only five percent (5^) first heard about birth control from a
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family planning clinic on where they could obtain birth control. One
could speculate that often times when visits are made to family planning
clinics, prior knowledge on birth control has already been obtained. The
category of private doctor was answered by ten percent (10^) in reference
to where they first heard about birth control, however, thirty percent
(30?5) found out from their private doctors where to go to obtain birth
control. This could often take place during a regular physical exami¬
nation, or a visit of some other nature to the doctor. Thirty percent
(30?^) of the respondents first heard about birth control from their
friends, but only fifteen percent (15?5) were informed by their freinds on
where to obtain birth control. Here it seems that the peers of the teen¬
agers were themselves not that informed on where birth control could be
obtained. The category of boyfriend was not as heavily utilized as one
might assume. Only twenty percent (20^) of the respondents first heard
about birth control from their boyfriends and only fifteen percent (15^)
fovind out where to obtain birth control from them. This could be an
indication of a major issue j thatLteenaige males do not know where
birth control methods can be obtained, which could also speak to the
notion that since they (males) are not capable of becoming pregnant,
they have no desire to obtain knowledge on obtaining birth control.
Fifteen percent (15^) of the respondents gave "no response" to the
question, "how did you find out where to obtain birth control," and
five percent (5^) gave nno response" to the question, "where did you
first hear about birth control." An^explanation for this could be
that the respondents could not recall the answers to these questions
and therefore chose not to give a response.
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TABLE VI

















. Whose idea was it
for you to begin
using birth con¬
trol?
509g 10?5 10?5 10% 20% 100%
. Who decided which
method you would
use?
^5% lojg 35^0 10% 100%
Sample population: N“ 20
Table 6 focuses on two (2) questions. First, whose idea was it
for the teenager to begin using birth control, and secondly who decided
which method would be used. To the first question fifty percent (50^)
of the respondents answered that it was their own idea to begin using
bifth control and forty five percent (45^) stated that it was again
their own idea which method they would utilize. Such close correlation
oje* these two responses seems to indicate that the teenage respondents
in this study made a responsible decision in not only deciding that they
would begin birth control, but even more importantly which method they
would use. One could also speculate that perhaps there is an awareness
+V.OQP tPPnagers that they must make such decisions regarding their
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own'bodies.
Only ten percent (10%) responded' that their mothers and sisters
felt they should begin birth control, but had no input into which met¬
hod they would utilize. Only.ten percent (10%) of the respondents
noted that their private doctors decided that they should use birth
control, and also ten percent (10%) decided which method they would
begin using. One could presume that in both cases, the respondents
felt that they themsleves should make such a decision.
The category of boyfriend was chosen by only ten percent (10%) of
the population on whose idea it was for them to begin using birth con¬
trol. However, thirty five percent (35^) of the respondents noted that
their boyfriends decided which method they would use. This seems to in¬
dicate that next to their own opinion, that of their boyfriends are
often taken. Twenty percent (20%) of the respondents gave "no re¬
sponse" to the question of whose idea it was to begin using birth con¬
trol suid ten percent (10%) gave "no response" to the question of who
decided which method they would use. The percentage of no response to
the former question is indicative of those respondents who do not use
birth control. The percentage of the latter question has caused this
Researcher to be unable to draw any assumptions regarding the reasons
for such a percentage. There were not any responses to the category
"Other."
TABLE VIII
Peircent distribution of Facilities Utilized to Obtain Birth










, Where do you go
to obtain birth
control?
45% 30% 5% 20% 100%
. Where,/da you go
for check-ups? 45% 25% 10% 20% 100%
Sample population: N* 20
The kinds of facilities utilized by the respondents to obtain
birth control and where they go for medical checkups, were also ex¬
plored in the study. As shown above, to both questions forty five per¬
cent (45^) of the respondents showed that they utilized family planning
clinics. This seems to imply that family planning clinics are rather
popular among the respondents.- Many family planning clinics ofi^^rnot
only birth control information, buttto some degree convenience, privacy,
and confidentiality. These factors could in fact play an important
role in their decisions to utilize these services*
Thirty percent (30^) of the respondents utilized private doctors
as a means of obtaining birth control, while twentyifive percent (25%)
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go there for regular checkups. These percentages seem to suggest that
while fsimily planning clinics are frequently utilized, many of the re¬
spondents still feel the need to utilize the services of their private
doctor. Here too, the idea of confidentiality could be a factor. To
the category of hospital, there was not any response. Perhaps, one
could conclude that the fact that mafi^ hospitals are public could play
a part in their decision not to utilize their services. Also, one must
take into consideration whether the hospital within the target popula¬
tion's geographical area offers birth control counselling. In this
case the answer is no.
To the category of "other", five percent (5?^) of the respondents
utilize some other means of obtaining birth control. The explanation
given was "drug store." This seems to suggest that atleast one of the
respondents has chosen not to obtain birth control from some type of
medical facility. Again, twenty percent (20%) of the respondents gave
"no response." Here again, as indicated previously, this seems to be
representative of the respondents who do not use any birth control.
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TABLE VIII




uestions Yes No sometimes response Total
0. were you
coimselled
on the use of
birth control?
1. Do you return
for regular
check-ups?










Table 8 deals with three critical questions relating to birth control
usage by the respondents. Each area will be dealt with individually.
The first question dea]^with birth control counselling. Eighty percent
(80^) of the respondents were coimselled on the use of the birth control
method they had chosen or had had chosen for them. This percentage
seems to suggest that the respondents were informed on the usage of
their birth control method. This seems to be related to the fact that
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many of them do utilize the services of some health facility, (see
Table 7),
Only five percent (5%) of the respondents noted that they were
not counselled on the use of birth control. This could be related to
the respondent that does not utilize any health facilily to obtain
birth control, (see Table 7),
Fifteen percent (15>^) of the respondents gave "no response" to this
category. (Note here^that while one respondent did not use birth con¬
trol, she had been counselled on its usage, but apparently did not
choose to begin using birth control).
In response to the question, "do you return for reguleu:* checkups,"
sixty five percent (655^) of the respondents answered yes. Here again,
this percentage seems to be indicative of the fact that the respondents
for the most part are concerned with their health. Ten percent (10^)
of the respondents did not return for regular checkups. This per¬
centage could encompass those respondents that do not obtain their met¬
hod of birth control from a health facility, as well as possibly a
respondent that does not return for regular checkups, but does ob¬
tain birth control from a health facility. Twenty five percent (25^)
of the respondents gave "no response" to this question. This again,
includes those respondents that utilize no form of birth control, and
also a respondent that simply does not return for regular checkups.
A large percentage, seventy five percent (75%)p of the respondents
do use their birth control method as instructed. This again, seems to
reflect the concern of the respondents to prevent pregnancy. Five
percent (5%) did not use their method as instructed. One could spec¬
ulate that perhaps a lack of concern or a lack of knowledge and/or
counselling could be the key elements here. As mentioned previously
twenty percent (20^) of the respondents gave "no response" to this
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question, again encompassing those respondents that do not use any
form of birth control.
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TABLE IX











2, How often do
you go for
check-ups? 55% 10% 10^ 25% 100^
Sample populations N* 20
The percent distribution of the number of respondents who return
for periodic visits for checkups was also addressed. There was no
response to the category of every 3 months. This could be related to
the length of time many of the respondents have been using birth control,
(see Table 4), The category of every 6 months seemed to be the most
frequently response given, in that fifty five percent (55^) of the re¬
spondents usually utilize this time frame. This seems to be the reg¬
ular time frame for checkups utilized by most health facilities that
issue birth control methods. Once a year was indicated by ten percent
(10^) of the respondents. It appears that health facilities in general,
do not issue birth control supplies for 1 year, and therefore, do not
practice having clients visit only once per year for checkups.
To the category "other", ten percent (10j5) gave a response, which
was that they do not return for regular checkups, even though they
were actively using birth control. Twenty five percent {Z5%) of the
3^
respondents gave "no response." This would seem to include those re¬
spondents that do not use birth control, and also a respondent who




Today teenagers exist as a large part of our society. So that we
may tetter understand and appreciate them as a vital part of our commu’>
nity. it is necessary that more studies be conducted that speak to con*'
temporary youth.
It is for this reason that I would appreciate the sissistance of you
in helping me to conduct this survey. Please sign below granting your
permission that you participate in this survey. All information will be
kept confidential, vour name will not_be used in the survey, and the in-
formation that you give will only be used as stated above.





Percent distribution of Attitudes toward the Use of Birth Control
Responses









85% 5% 5% 5% 100%





85% 5% 10^ 100%
1. Do you feel that
teenage girls who 45$^




15% 30% 10f» 100%
2. Do you feel that
teenage girls who
do not use some form
of birth control
should engage in pre¬
marital sex?
80^ 15% 100^
3. What is your over¬
all feeling about
pre-marital sex?
65% 10% 15% 10% 100%





reach ages 17» 18»
or 19?




Table 10 begins to address itself to the attitudes of the respon¬
dents on pre-mariial sex and the use of birth control by teenagers.
While (Questions 21(22) and 24 on the questionnaire asked for responses
of yes or no, undecided and other, for our purposes here of interpreta¬
tion, these responses will be categorized as agree, disagree, undecided
and other, respectively. To the question of general overall feelings on
birth control, eighty five percent (85j5) of the respondents agreed with
its usage. This seems to be an indication of the positive attitude of
the respondents and also their awareness of the need for birth control
utilization* Of the respondents, five percent (5^) disagreed with birth
control use. This small percentage is then not representative of the
number of respondents who are not presently utilizing birth control.
While twenty percent (20^)^ (see Table l)jOf the respondents are not pres¬
ently using any birth control method it seems that the attitudes on birth
control usage is not totally negative by these respondents. Five per¬
cent (5^) of the respondents were undecided about their feelings toward
birth control use and also five percent gave the response "other,"
along with an explanation that "most have been found to be very hazard¬
ous to one's health." This response came from a respondent who was pres¬
ently not using birth control.
Again, eighty five percent of the study population agreed with
birth control usage nu girls they knew personally. Here, as noted pre¬
viously this is reflective of a positive attitude towards birth control
use. Five percent (SJ'O disagreed with birth control use by girls they
knew personally and ten percent (lOf.) were undecided. This would seem
to be an indication of some ambivalence on birth control use by some of
the study population.
While eighty five percent (85f«) agree with birth control use. only
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forty five percent {k5%) felt that teenagers who utilize birth control
should engage in pre-marital sex. Fifteen percent (15^) of the re¬
spondents disagreed with teens engaging in pre-raarital sex even with
birth control usage, while thirty percent (30%) were undecided. To
the category of "other,” ten' percent (10%) responded, with the expla¬
nation being, "only if they want to." These total figures seem to be
in conflict with one another. One can only speculate that while a large
percentage of the respondents have a positive attitude toward birth
control use, they are again ambivalent about active engagement in pre-
msurital sex.
The question of "should girls who do not use any form of birth con¬
trol engage in pre-marital sex," was also looked at. Eigh'ty percent
(80%) of the respondents answered no. This suggesting that they dis¬
agreed, This response seems to indicate that while there is some
ambivalence about pre-marital sex, they do not feel that teenagers who
doi'not use any form of birth con'trol should engage in pre-marital sex.
Only five percent (5%) felt that it was permissible to have sex without
using birth control. This response came from a respondent who was not
using any form of birth control. Fifteen percent (15^) of the respon¬
dents were imdecided about engaging in pre-marital sex without some
form of birth control.
Since the respondents themselves were within the age range of
17-18 years old, sixty percent (6o%) felt that girls their age should
seek some form of birth control, therefore, suggesting that awareness
of the need for birth control is evident by the respondents._ Ten per¬
cent (10%) disagreed with teens within their age group seeking birth
control. This response seems to be in direct relationship with the
ambivalence of the respondents as to whether teen should engage in pre¬
marital sex. Fifteen percent (15^) were undecided and ten percent (10%)
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gave the response "other," Two explanations were given: 1) "only if
necessary and 2) ’•only if they are going to have pre-marital sex."
The overall feelings toward pre-marital sex were also explored
in the study. Of the respondents who answered, sixty five percent
(65^) expressed a positive attitude. This suggest that the respon¬
dents view of pre-marital sex could be directly related to the per¬
centage of birth control use, (see Table 1), Only tenppercent (10^)
^reed with the idea of pre-marital sex. This Icould be related to
those respondents who do not use birth control. While some do not use
birth control, their attitudes toward pre-marital sex are not totally
negative. Fifteen percent (15%) of the respondents were undecided
about their feelings toward pre-marital sex and ten percent (10%)
answered "other," Of those respondents who were undeciddd, one ex¬
planation could be that since society in general expresses a negative
attitude toward pre-marital sex, these respondents are influenced by
this notion and therefore, are unable to decided one way or the other.
Of those respondents who answered other the explanation given was





Persons who have Knowledge of Birth Control
Responses
:uestions Yes No Other No Responses Total
7. Do your friends
know you use
birth control?
50% J0% 20% 20% 100%
.8. Do you parents
know you use
birth control?
50% 30% 20% 100%
Seunple Population: N* 20
It was felt that it would he of interest to see what percentages
of the respondents friends and parents knew of their birth control use.
The basic reason for this being that often times because of the stigma
that goes with birth control usage; the stigma being that birth control
usage says that one is sexually active* teens are often reluctant and
often times afraid to let anyone know they are using birth control. Of
the respondents in this study, as addressed in Table IX above, fifty
percent (50?J) stated that both their friends and their parents knew of
their birth control use. Only ten percent (10^) answered that their
friends did not know, while thirty percent OOfo) stated their parents
did not know. To the category "do your friends know," twenty percent
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(20%) responded "other." The explanation give here being, " a few or
some." Twenty percent (20%). gave no response to either category. This'
again, being related to those respondents who do not use birth control.
The figures derived form these categories seem to suggest that
perhaps more teens feel comfortabel letting their friends and parents
know of their birth control use. Another factor to look at is that more
parents could be aware of the need for birth control use and are there¬
fore, more willing to allow their daughters to begin using birth control.
Of the.^ respondents whose friends and parents do not know of their birth
control use, this again could be related to fear of their not under¬
standing the reasons for their birth control use if it is because they
are in fact sexually active.
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TABLE XII
Percent distribution of Which Parent has Knowledge of Birth Control
Use,
Responses





parents 30^ 5% 15% 50% 100^
Sample Population:-N* 20
Since Table 11 seems to suggest that more parents know of birth
control use by their daughters, this table addresses which of the two
parents has knowledge of the birth control use of their daxaghter. Thirty
percent (30?S) stated that only their mother knew, while only five per¬
cent (5^) responded father only. Fifteen percent (15S^) stated that
both parents knew. These figures^ show that more mothers are aware of
their daxighter*s birth control use than fathers. One could speculate
that a certain rapport exist between the respondents and their mothers
that allows for their mothers knowing. The small percentage of fathers
knowing suggest that perhaps the relationship the respondents have with
their fathers does not allow them to confide their birth control use in
them. However, one must point out that becuase one respondent’s father
knows, a rapport apparently has been established.
Fifteen percent(15^) felt that having their parents know was alright.








One of the requirements that I must fulfill writingantive paper. I quess you could call a.'^’mini-thesissubst
I have chosen to study the a-t-feitudes on the use of birth control
by young black females within your age range. The basic reason I have
chose this topic is that I feel that teenagers play a very important^tole in today's society^ Issues that are relevant to today's society
also affect teenagers. / Birth control and it uses is one such iddue.
I have chosen to study the attitudes on the use of birth control
by black females in the: 12th grade attending Easley Senior High School, ,
4-1-4- — j would like very much for you to be .a parti- /and this is your ca^ss.
cipant in this study. /
Your responses to the questionnaire will only be used for the pur¬
pose Oi eotap^lsting my paper. As you can see, I have included a per-
ra^sion form for you to sign. This gives me permission to use your
Questionnaire in the study and also says that you are willingly par¬
ticipating in the study. Notice also, that you do not include your .
name on the questionnaire, and all information that you give will be
confidential. I really hope that you decide to participate in this'
^vStudy. ;
I am requesting that the permission form and questionnaires be
mailed to me in the self-addressed stamped envelope I have.included,
no later than October 22, 1977.- Though I am not in town, you can
still contact m? if you need to. If you or yo^ p^ente have ^
questions, please contact me at this number 203-33^-8115, lou may call
me\collect. . j
'
Thank vou for participating in the study and helping me in com-
plettog w paper? lour co-operation will be highly appreciated. /
Thank You.
Sincerely,
Beverly (BeBe) Murphy
